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Obituaries

Newton Maiden
828-464-4410 828-428-2460

Local people serving with
dignity and understanding

James Williams
James Lee Williams, 60, of

Hickory, died unexpectedly
Sunday, Nov. 7, 2010, at his resi-

dence.
The funeral arrangements are

incomplete at Drum Funeral
Home and Crematory in
Hickory.

Ruby Hedrick
Ruby Sigmon Hedrick, 88, of

Conover, died Tuesday, Nov. 16,
2010, at Conover Nursing and
Rehabilitation Center in
Conover.

A service of remembrance
will be held at 2 p.m.Friday,Nov.

19, 2010, at Burke Mortuary
Chapel in Newton. Burial will
follow at Providence Memorial
Cemetery in Catawba.

The family will receive
friends Friday from 1-1:45 p.m.
at Burke Mortuary in Newton,
prior to the service.

Larry Beal
Larry Danny Beal, 65, of

Newton, passed away Monday,
Nov. 15, 2010.

Born Dec. 7, 1944, in Lincoln
County, he
was the son
of the late
G a i t h e r
“Cobb” Lee
Beal and the
late Mary
Hovis Beal.
Beal was a
member of
East Maiden
Baptist Church; he also served
as a deacon and for many years
a Sunday school teacher at East
Maiden Baptist and Lawings
Chapel Baptist in Maiden. Beal
was the founder of Newton
Martial Arts in Newton and also
served in the Army Reserves.

In addition to his parents, a
brother, Kenneth Beal preceded
him in death.

Left to cherish his memories
are wife, Faye Beal of the home;
two daughters, Dana Ramseur
and husband, Scotty of Hickory
and Cher Lineberger of Vale; a
stepdaughter, Lisa Oefelein and
husband, Tim of Maiden; a step-
son, Randall Burris and wife,
Rhonda of Ringold, Ga.; two
brothers, Gene Beal and wife

Sheila of Maiden and Darrell
Beal of Maiden; a sister, Betty
Lavander and husband, William
of Maiden; a stepbrother, Lourie
Bradshaw of Ellenboro; and
grandchildren, Peyton Ramseur
of Hickory, Brice and Brady
Burris of Ringold, Ga., Nicholas
Oefelein of Maiden and Bailey
and Reagan Lineberger of Vale.

A celebration of life service
will be held Thursday, Nov. 18,
2010, at 5 p.m. at East Maiden
Baptist Church in Maiden with
the Rev. Nathaniel Austin and
the Rev. Andrew Rawles officiat-
ing.

The family will receive
friends following the service in
the fellowship hall at the church.

Burial will be at Lawings
Chapel Baptist Church in
Maiden at a later date.

Memorials may be made to
Gideons  International, PO Box
1409, Lincolnton, NC 28093; East
Maiden Baptist Church Building
Fund, PO Box 386, Maiden, NC
28650; and/or Abernethy
Laurels, 102 Leonard Ave.,
Newton, NC 28658.

Visit www.burkemortuary.
com to register your condo-
lences.

Burke Mortuary in Maiden is
serving the Beal family.

Leroy Blair
Leroy Eugene Blair, 75, of

Lincolnton, passed away
Tuesday, Nov. 16, 2010, at Wake
Medical Center in Raleigh.

Graveside services will be

held Friday, Nov. 19, 2010, at 2
p.m. at Forest Lawn Cemetery.
The family will receive friends
Thursday, Nov. 18, 2010, from 7-
8:30 p.m. at E. F. Drum Funeral
Home. Interment will be at
Forest Lawn Cemetery.

Edsel Smith
George Edsel Smith, 74, of

Newton, went peacefully to be
with the Lord on Tuesday, Nov.
16, 2010, at his residence.

Born May 5, 1936, in Iredell
County, he was the son of the
late Joseph
H o w a r d
Smith and
Elise Griffin
Smith.

In addition
to his par-
ents, Edsel
was preceded
in death by a
sister, Cora Mae Smith; three
brothers, Joseph “Boyd” Smith,
James (Jim) Alan Smith and
Raymond Lester-Ervin Smith.

He served his country in the
U.S. Army and Reserves. Edsel
was retired as a shipping clerk
in furniture at Highland House
more than 35 years. A long-time
active and faithful member of
Emmanuel Baptist Church, he
was a deacon, choir member
and usher. Edsel loved his wife,
girls, grandbabies, family and
friends very much.

He is survived by his wife of
48 years, Maxine Keller Smith;
two daughters, Terri Smith Efird
and husband Stuart of
Claremont, Donna Smith
Fulbright and husband Walter
of Claremont; seven grandchil-
dren, Emily Reitzel, Krista

Fulbright, Olivia Fulbright,
Hunter Fulbright, Harrison
Fulbright, Kyle Efird and Holly
Efird; two sisters,Annie Smith of
Taylorsville, Ruth Yount and
husband Bob of Newton; broth-
er-in-law, Tony Keller and wife
Shirley of Newton; three sisters-
in-law, Doris Thomas and hus-
band Tracy of Newton, Mary
Young and husband Greg of
Hickory,Linda Flowers and hus-
band Tommy of Hickory; and
numerous nieces and nephews.

The funeral service will be
held Friday, Nov. 19, 2010, at 11
a.m. at Emmanuel Baptist
Church in Conover with the Rev.
Brian Correll and the Rev. Floyd
Crouch officiating.

Burial will follow in
Woodlawn Memorial Gardens
in Hickory with military honors
performed by American Legion
Post 16.

The family will receive
friends Thursday from 5-7 p.m.
at Emmanuel Baptist Church.

Memorials may be made to
Palliative CareCenter and
Hospice of Catawba Valley, 3975
Robinson Road, Newton, NC
28658, or Emmanuel Baptist
Church Building Fund, 1405
Emmanuel Church Road,
Conover, NC 28613.

Visit www.burkemortuary.
com to register your condo-
lences online.

Burke Mortuary in Newton is
serving the Smith family.
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As Newton leaders plan for
the future of the city’s
“core area,” there is not a

lot of open space that has not yet
been developed.

That makes the task of craft-
ing and implementing a land
development area plan for the
“heart” of Newton all the more
challenging — and important.

“This area has been under
development since 1850, so
there is not a lot of pristine area
left,” Newton Mayor Robert
Mullinax said, quoting from
Newton Planning Commission’s
Core Area Plan.“So our job is to
improve upon what is already
there and maintain it.”

Toward that end, the core area
plan presented to Newton City
Council on Tuesday tackles eye-
sore appearance issues, as well
as challenges related to “diver-
gent uses within close proximity
of each other” — such as prop-
erty zoned for heavy manufac-
turing adjacent to residential
properties. It even focuses on
transportation in the area’s
future.

Intended to “influence land
development patterns for the
next 10 to 15 years,”according to
Newton Assistant Planning
Director Alex Fulbright, the core
area plan was crafted by the
city’s planning commission fol-
lowing a drop-in workshop and
public hearing for affected citi-
zens. Fulbright said key issues
arising from the workshop were
identified and narrowed. The

plan itself, he said, addresses
transportation, utilities, eco-
nomic development, environ-
ment, community character and
land use.

Newton’s core area includes
2,161 acres of land, with 5,659
people residing in 2,591 dwelling
units, he said.

“We did have great input
(during the public drop-in
workshop) and public hear-
ings,” Fulbright said, adding
about 60-70 people attended the
workshop, while 25-30 attended
the public hearing. “That did
have an impact on what was
drafted.”

The plan reflects the under-
standing that N.C. 16 Business,
N.C. 10 and U.S. 321 — thor-
oughfares at the heart of the
core area — are often the first
and only glance people some-
times have of Newton.

“We want to prepare a land-
scape plan that people can
enjoy,” Fulbright said.

That includes finding new
prospects for public open space.
The proposed plan suggests
converting Newton’s old public
works site into a greenway park.

“That may be a redevelop-
ment opportunity,” Fulbright

said.“It could potentially impact
the area and also have a tie into
downtown.”

Citizens also said they want to
see more proactive enforcement
of existing rules and ordinances
in Newton’s core area, particu-
larly with respect to junk vehi-
cles, nuisance properties and
maintaining community
appearance standards.

“The city should develop pro-
grams to teach property owners
how to better maintain proper-
ty,” Fulbright explained of the
plan. “It is important that the
city evaluate the appearance of
its own facilities and make
improvements as needed.”

The proposed plan addresses
transportation — arguing
against plans to four-lane N.C.
16 Business from West Fifth
Street to Conover.

Other ideas included in the
plan include:

� Promotion of the city’s eco-
nomic vitality by preserving rail
service.

� Encourage properties to be
added to the National Historic
Register.

� Explore creation of a down-
town business incubator.

� Evaluate ordinances and

policies that impact under-uti-
lized buildings located along
railroad tracks,and look to see if
the city’s regulations are holding
them back from some type of
re-use.

The plan also spotlights a
need to preserve and protect
water quality in Clarks Creek, as
well as rehabilitation of the
city’s infrastructure, such as
water and sewer lines.

“Sixty percent of water leaks
are in the core area — it’s the
older part of town — but only
30 percent of the city’s water
lines are in the area,” Fulbright
said.“We also have an older sys-
tem of sewer lines. Fifty miles of
sewer lines are in the core area,
and of those, 46 miles are terra-
cotta pipes that are prone to
roots in joints which causes
infiltration of storm water and
that decreases the capacity we
have.”

Newton City Council took no
action on the proposed plan,but
tentatively scheduled a work-
shop to discuss it in the future.

“I want to give the Council
several days to review this,”
Mullinax said.“There are things
I would like to talk about in here
... There are good things in it
and some things that maybe
aren’t so good.”

Citizens can view the core
area plan on the city of Newton’s
website at www.newtonnc.gov/
core_area_plan.pdf. Before the
plan is approved a public hear-
ing will be set and advertised.

To comment on this story, visit
observernewsonline.com.
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Newton plans for heart of the city
“This area has been under development since 1850, so

there is not a lot of pristine area left. So our job is to

improve upon what is already there and maintain it.”

Robert Mullinax,
Newton mayor

CONOVER

FROM O-N-E REPORTS
Conover was selected by the

Board of Trustees of the Clean
Water Management Trust Fund
(CWMTF) to receive a grant for
$415,719 for stormwater treat-
ment at Conover Station.

The grant provides the city
with the necessary funds to help
protect water quality and con-
struct a stormwater feature,
located at the headwaters of
McLin Creek on the former
Broyhill factory site.

This functional and aestheti-
cally pleasing amenity will be an
integral part of an environmen-
tally educational park. Aside
from exceeding the treatment
requirements of the EPA
Stormwater Phase II Rule, the
facility will also inform citizens
about the impacts that polluted
stormwater runoff can have on
water quality.

Conover is also seeking addi-
tional grant funding that will
help fund walking trails and
other park amenities to be
located around the water fea-
ture. The park will be located
next door to the future multi-
modal transportation facility,
Conover branch library and
community room that is cur-
rently under renovation.

Conover intends to donate a
permanent easement, to be
established fifty feet outside of
the stormwater feature.

The goals of the stormwater
feature are to regulate flows and
volumes of stormwater runoff,

thereby minimizing down-
stream erosion, and reducing
damage to in-stream aquatic
habitat. Improvements in water
quality would be observed by
the reduction of sediment and
nutrients.

Thirteen years ago the
General Assembly created the
N.C. Clean Water Management
Trust Fund (CWMTF) with a
mandate to develop a grant pro-
gram to clean up impaired
waters and to protect remaining
pristine waters of the state.

Since that time, CWMTF
awarded 1,380 grants, totaling
more than $946 million, to hun-
dreds of state agencies, local
governments and nonprofit
organizations all across North
Carolina.

The statewide demand for
funding to improve water quali-
ty remains high. Two hundred
and twenty-seven local govern-
ments, state agencies and land
trusts requested nearly $249
million from the CWMTF 2010
Grant Cycle.

This conceptual rendering shows the future stormwater treatment area at
Conover Station.
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Conover gets $400K
grant for stormwater

FORT CAMPBELL,Ky.(AP) —
The U.S. military has identified
five Fort Campbell soldiers who
were killed in a battle Sunday
with enemy forces in
Afghanistan.

The soldiers are 27-year-old
Spc. Scott Thomas Nagorski of
Greenfield, Wis.; 25-year-old
Spc. Jesse Adam Snow of
Fairborn, Ohio; 26-year-old Spc.
Nathan Edward Lillard of
Knoxville, Tenn.; 31-year-old
Spc. Shane Hasan Ahmed of

Chesterfield, Mich.; and 19-year-
old Pfc. Christian Michael
Warriner of Mills River, N.C.

The Defense Department says
they were killed when insur-
gents attacked with small-arms
fire in Kunar province.

They were among eight Fort
Campbell soldiers killed over
the weekend in Afghanistan.
Three others died Saturday
when a suicide bomber detonat-
ed a vest bomb in southern
Afghanistan.
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5 U.S. soldiers killed


