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company made furniture for the renovated Ford’s Theatre in Washington, D.C.  The laser-cut Ford’s Theatre logo is hand-painted at Southwood Furmture




Local furniture in spotlight

Company helps furnish renovated Ford's Theatre in nation’s capital

BY JOHN DAYBERRY
jilirybsrerySrhicknnynecerd coim

HICKORY

Asthousands of people celebrated at
other inaugural events in the nation’s
capital Tuesday, a small group attend-
gd an exclusive function on the third
floor of Ford's Theatre, the site of
President Abraham Lincoln's assassi-

nation and one of Washington's pre-
mier tourist stops.

Guests gat on chalrs and sofas made
at Hickorv's Southwood Furniture
Corp.

“It's rewarding that designers turn
to us for guality, custom furnitare,”
sald Jerry Robb, Southwood's contract
sales managen

“And that's exactly what they want-

ed for Ford's Theatre," Robb said.

The 144-vear-old theater, which has
been closed lor 18 months as it gol an
$8.6 million renovation, will not re.
open to the public until February

Tuesday night's banguet was for
members of the Ford's Theatre Foun.
dation. The group raised money for
the theater upgrades, and wanted the
new third-floor diningroom furnished

in time for an Inauguration Day cele-
bration :

Designers in charge of the project
turnad to Southwood for much of the
dining room’'s upholstered furniture,
including 18 stacking armchairs, each
bearing a laser-cut, hand-painted
Ford's Theatre logo.

SEE FURNITURE, B8



FURNITURE: Company helps furnish Ford's Theatre
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It is not the first time South-
wood has customized its stack-
ingarmchairsfor clients. Ithas
created similar “logo chairs”
for the U5, Army, the Marine
Corps ‘and various country
clubs.

Neither is Southwood a new-
comer to the Washington, D.C.,
SCEne,

It has helped to furnish the
U.S. Senate, federal ecotirt biild-
ings, various embassies and
the offices of Sen. Ted Kennedy,
Speaker of the US. House of
Representatives Nancy Pelosi
and former Speaker of the
House Newt Gingrich.

"Qur primary business is
high-end, traditional residen-
tial furniture, but we also do
quite a few high-end centract
jobs," Robb said.

Among the company's well-
known residential customers
are President George HW. and
Barbara Bush. The couple pur-
chased Southwood pieces to
help furnish their family sum-
met home in Kennemkport,
Maine.

DETAILS

Company: Southwood
Furniture Corp,

Type: Manufacturer of high-
end, traditional residential
and contract furniture

Founded: 1973

Partners: Rocky Holscher, Lea
Lyerly, Joe Rowe and Howard
Pruitt

Facilities: Three plants in
Hickory, stand-alone
showroom in High Paint

Employees: 125

Web: wwwisouthwoodfum.com

Southwood, founded in Hick-
ory In 1973, eriginally special-
ized in 18th century upholstery
reproduetions. The compan ¥
has since expanded its offering
to'include an extensive line of
skirted and leather upholstery
complimenting style periods
drawn from the 17th, 16th and
16th centuries.

The company has three
plants in the Hickory metro

and astand-alone showroom in

High Point. Itemploys approxi-

mately 125 people.

Dan'W. Coulter, Southwood's
director of manufacturing,
said the company takes pride
in being ableto tirn out most
orders in about five weaks
while maintaining high quali-
ty standards,

Of the 50 to 75 pleces of fur-
niture the company produces
onatvpicalday 10maybe alike,
The others are made singularly
orinpairs,

“We've developed a svstem
here that works for us,” Coulter
said.

*There are not many compa-
nies that can produce the qual-
ity custamized, high-end furni-
ture that we offer at the prices
wecharge."

The furniture for the Ford's
Theatre dining room was or-
dered in October, but by the
time a logo was approved for
the stacking armchairs, South-
wood only had about three
weeks to deliver the goods:

“They gave us a deadline and
we met it,” Robb said.

“Maybe with some conster-
nation and some long days, but
wemetit” '



